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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

i. NAME 

Hochschllrl, Kohn and Company—S£j rice t i î i I J i 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

20* W. Canter Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Balt imore 

JiaxyMad,, 
3. GLASSIFIGAtiOl* 

Z 

o 

r -

m 
UJ 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

• District [ 3 Building 

D Sit« Q Structure' 

• Object 

OWNERSHIP 

D Public 

@ Private 

• Both 

Public Acquisition: 

• In Process 

[~1 Being Considered 

STATUS 

® Occupied 

l~l Unoccupied 

• Preservation work 

in progress 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

• Restricted 

( 3 Unrestricted 

• No 

P R E S E N T U S E (Check One or More ma Appropriate) 

I I Agricultural 

Q Commercial 

( 1 Educational 

1 I Entertainment 

1 1 Government 

I I Industrial 

P Military 

I I Museum 

D Pork 

1 I Private Residence 

I I Religious 

I I Scientific 

I I Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

I I Comments 

M. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNER'S N A M E : 

Si ipermarke t r i Genera l C n r p n r q t i on f i / o V i rift P r ^ s . F i a n a c e 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

?oo M. Haaard Siraafc 
CITY OR TOWN: 

15. LOCATION OF IgOAL PSSCfttPTION 
Jteyyyatl iiiniiiiifaiJ«':- wis. 

C O U R T H O U S E . REGISTRY O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Records Office. Room 601 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Baltimore City Cnnrthonse 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

BalMfflflTfl Maryland 21202 
^ 1 l . R . e 5 e r e n c e Qf Current Deed (Book & Pa. «) .rare ^106-^83/3/7^ 

IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

,—City of Baltimore Neighborhood Si 

— 1,;,,,,,;,,vi ; : I,, ,,--r---, • • •- rvin wrf ' !m 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : ~\Q-?C • Federo 
irvey 

• State • County §g Local 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

— Rnom 90Q 
:iTY OR TOWN-r w 

2 6 South Calvert St. 
Baltiniure, Md. 2 1 2 0 2 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
• Excellent • Good I g Foif 

f Check One) 

I I Deteriorated • Roin» • Unexposed 

("Check One) 

• Altered • Uncltered 

("Check OneJ 

D Moved n Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT * ^D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This warehouse if six stories high, eight bays wide on Centre Street, 
and six bays wide on Park Avenue, The roofis flat, unadorned by a 
cornice, and with a sha How parapet wall. Building and foundation 
walls are of Flemish bond brick. Flat, twelve light windows (foar 
smaller lights to either side of four larger ones) with stone sills 
and brick lintels punctuate the walls in symetrical organization. 
There is restrained rustication on the walls between windows, which 
are arranged in columns. Except for the corner bays, which have only 
one window per story facade, the bays are two windows wide on each 
story facade except the ground floor facade which is irregulary 
punctuated. On the Centee Street side the first floor facade is 
punctuated ira this order from the right:. Two large garage doors 
encased in stone molding, two flat windows with stone sills and brick 
lintels, a flat wooden door surmounting a stone stoop, and another two 
garage doors also encased in stone,molding. The first story facade 
facing Park Avenae is punctuated by a single, flat, wooden door that 
rests on a stone stoop, A stone belt course, inscribed with the company 
nameJ, visually divides the first and second story facades, The building 
is crowned by a shallow parapet wall that also bears the company name. 
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SteNJFICANCfc 
PERIOD (Check One or More a* Appropriate) 

• Pre-Columbian • 16th Century 

• 15th Century • 17th Century 

• 18th Century 

n 19th Century 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATElS) (II Applicable andKnown) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More ae Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 

I I Prehistoric 

• Historic 

[~l Agriculture 

[ 3 Architecture 

D Aft 

I I Commerce 

I 1 Communications 

I | Conservation 

I I Education 

l"~l Engineering 

I | Industry 

[H Invention 

I I Landscape 

Architecture 

[ 1 Literature 

• Military 

• Music 

• Political 

• Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

£7] Science 

I 1 Sculpture 

• Social/Humon-

itarion 

• Theater 

1 1 Transportation 

I I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Refer to 53? N, Howard S t ree t . 
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f f . WiOH BfeUOGRAPWCAL REFERENCES 11^ I I I I I I J I I I ^ B J l l | l | .1 I I ll.l 
' - ' •• • • • • • • , . « 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E LOCATING. T H E P R O P E R T Y 

CORNER 

NW 

N E 

SE 

_SJ£_ 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T OF A P R O P E R T Y 

O F LESS T H A N T E N ACRES 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o • • 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

266«xl50' 
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| j L FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME AND Tl T L E : 

F r a nk Knrvx- PT a nrn gg A S S3 s ta nt-
ORGA 

t^MMISSION FOR HISTORICAL & 
TREEASCmTJSfiTURAL PRhShKVAHON 

D A T E 

10/75 

Room 900 

n. 

CITY c2>e°9outh Calvert St. 
Baltimore, Md ? 1 ? 0 2 

State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National Q State • Local • 

Signature 

--; 
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Hochschild, Kohn and Company Service Building 
205 W. Center Street, Baltimore 

REGISTER OF THE HOCHSCHILD KOHN COLLECTION 

MS. 2721 

Maryland Historical Society 

A partnership of Max Hochschild, Benno Kohn, and his brother Louis B. Kohn formed 
Hochschild-Kohn &amp; Company in 1897, in a store at Howard and Lexington Streets 
in downtown Baltimore. The company prospered, and in 1912a building at 208 N. 
Howard Street was purchased. When incorporated in 1922, Hochschild-Kohn was 
Baltimore's largest department store. Space needs led to the purchase of most of the block 
at Howard, Franklin, Park and Centre Streets in 1923, but financial difficulties and Max 
Hochschild's retirement as president led to its abandonment. Benno Kohn died in 1929. 
Management then consisted of Irving Kohn (Louis' son) president; Walter Sondheim and 
Walter Kohn, vice-presidents. Although financed by corporate stock, Hochschild-Kohn 
was still run as a partnership. At that time plans for a new building at Howard and 
Franklin Streets were abandoned, and the Lexington Street building was leased, 
improved, and connected to the Howard and Lexington Street property. 

During the Depression, Hochschild-Kohn lost more in sales percentages than the 
aggregate sales lost by other Baltimore—sales were down almost fifty percent from 1930 
in the Depression's worst year. Management also suffered from discord between Irving 
and Walter Kohn, who retired in 1935. Management then consisted of Irving Kohn, 
Walter Sondheim, and Martin Kohn. After illness caused Walter Sondheim to be less 
active in 1943, and Irving Kohn's death in 1945, Martin B. Kohn became president of the 
store. Louis Kohn II and Walter Sondheim, Jr. were his vice-presidents. 

Martin B. Kohn's management pioneered the suburban expansion of downtown 
department stores with the opening of Hochschild-Kohn's Edmonson Village store. Later 
expansion included stores at Belvedere Avenue in Baltimore and at Harundale Mall south 
of the city. The Hochschild-Kohn Company went out of business in 1983. 
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Hochschild, Kohn and Company Service Building 
205 W. Center Street, Baltimore 
Sanborn Maps 1914 (revised 1953) 

Baltimore City iMap image, 2006 
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Hochschild, Kohn and Company Service Building 
205 W. Centre Street 
Block 0549, Lot 018 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 

GIS data Courtesy of 
the City of Baltimore, MOIT/EGIS 
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